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As I promised  

The Newsletter WILL continue.  
 

I want it known this is NOT  an official publica-
tion of  the Academy of  Model Aeronautics or 
District X but one of  my own, written for the 
purpose of  sharing the information about an or-
ganization I support, and to also enjoying the 
hobby with as many people as possible. Only 
people that send me an email asking for this 
newsletter will receive it.  

Anyone and everyone is welcome. So let’s continue, shall we. 
 

 

I am sure you know by now, the majority of you didn’t vote for me. Actually the majority of our dis-
tricts members don’t vote at all, just a point or so above 10% as a sad matter of fact. When I received the 
call from Dave Mathewson, I thanked him for the wisdom and experience I received from him, Jim 
Cherry and the rest of the members of the Executive Council. I also said I look forward to continuing 
my volunteer efforts for the Academy and for the hobby as I have for so many years. It truly is an honor 
to sit and work with those men and women of the EC and office staff. You won’t find a more profes-
sional, caring and helpful group. I was never so proud and I thank you all. So although I won’t be your 
District VP, I am still writing this newsletter, continuing on the safety committee, an IMAA AD and 
more. I also wish to continue receiving all club newsletters I now receive and many more, so send away. 
 

I won’t go into why but I need to change the name of the newsletter. I hadn’t given much thought to a 
new name yet and wasn’t coming up with anything catchy so... my wife said, why not ask the readers? 
I believe she has a good idea, so, if you will give it a moments thought and submit your choice for a 
name? There is one stipulation. It CAN’T say anything that sounds like it’s an official District X or 
AMA publication.  It could be. “Mikes newsletter” or “the member news”, or “Our Hobby, The Maga-
zine”. You get the idea, so submit away! And send to cabrowns@citlink.net 
 

That is why I changed the picture at the top of this page to this one. The last picture was of me as your 
VP. The pictures now will be of me and airplanes I am a part of. I have some 35 or so big and small, fast 
and slow. I enjoy them all, so I am thinking I might change them with each future issue. We will see 
how it goes?  
 

The plane shown is my Comp ARF Extra 260 with a DA-100 sporting a set of canisters for a quality 
and quiet sound. About all you hear when I fly it is the sound of my prop, which at this time is a ZOAR 
27x10. I really like its performance and low noise level. I have a Mejzlik 27x10 on another DA 100 and 
it is as happy with it as this one is with the ZOAR. I love to build and fly...maybe we will put some of 
my future projects in here? We will see. You are supplying plenty of material so we don’t really need 
much, if any of mine. 
 

Before I go on to the next page I would like to say thank you to all of my AVP’s especially those that 
are not continuing their positions. They were good hard working volunteers and they will be missed. 
Most of you have met them at one time or another as they have been volunteering for over 100 years of 
combined experience and service. Over the years, they have traveled to events and flown with you. They 
came to your meetings and events. They presented awards and certificates to many of your clubs. They 
answered questions or got them answered for you. They helped with everything they were asked to do 
each and every time and did each task professionally and respectfully of their position.  

I thank you, each and every one. 



Moving on….. to the inside of this publication… 
 

Inside you will find another wide variety of  articles on organization information, club 

events and members models and stories. The saddest is my report on the passing of  Jim 
Cherry. He was good to me and worked very hard for the AMA, its members and clubs. 

He will be remembered as one of  the good guys. 

Michael Marlow reminds us we don’t have to spend a lot of  money or more important, 

have a fancy plane to have a lot of  fun. Thanks Michael, we all need reminded of  that 

now and then. 

Long time Volunteer Jerry Neuberger was awarded the AMA’s awesome Hall of  Fame 

Award. Jerry has done many things including being one of  District X’s Associate Vice 

Presidents. I’m proud of  you Jerry, you’ve done a lot for our hobby, sorry for the recent, 

well you know. 
 

The PC flyers of Fresno, CA deserve my apology. From the date on the email I was 

sent, their information was sent in January and somehow it got misplaced. I am truly sor-

ry folks!  

Continued from last month, is the issue of  bad email addresses. We had about 20 people 

that had bad email addresses last newsletter, so please remember to forward your new ad-

dresses when you get them or you won’t receive the newsletter.  
 

New addition to newsletter. I have decided to add club event schedules to the newslet-

ter. Please look at the schedule sent by the Fresno and Medford clubs. I would like them 

to be like this. 1 line per event, stating the type of  event and the date. At the bottom or 
top of  your list put the club’s name and contact info. I hope clubs take advantage of  this. 

It will help get more pilots to your event. All advertising does help and free advertising is 

the best. This newsletter  reaches a few thousand AMA members, so let’s take advantage 

of this. 

I want you all to know, especially those who supported me with their vote. I have never 

been more proud than I was this past year to call myself  your District X Vice President. 
 

So….. TELL ALL YOUR FRIENS about this newsletter and...send your articles and 

pictures and we will continue to help our hobby, our clubs and our fellow members 

through this newsletter. I started volunteering a long time ago because I love this hobby, I 

felt we needed more communication, I had the time and desire to help. and I still do. So 
I’m not quitting. I’m going to continue, will you help me make this the biggest, best  

newsletter ever!  I can’t say it enough, tell your friends about our newsletter, it’s still the 

ONLY way they will be able to learn about it and read it. After, they will need to send 

me an email to me asking for it. 

By the way. My new cell phone # is 530-917-4063 but it doesn’t work at my home so 

well so if you can’t get me on it please call 530-549-3005. 
 

Also... Past newsletters and some other material will now be on my 

personal web site TheClearImage.com.        

                    Enjoy!                   Mike 



It is with a sad heart I write that Jim Cherry passed away on 12-2-2010.  

Jim was nothing but kind to me. From the first time we met when I arranged his stay 

while attending a west coast flying event to one of my trips to headquarters when my 

bag was lost by the airport. On that occasion Jim took me to his home and loaned me 

some warmer clothes…. Yes I was in my usual shorts and T-shirt and it was 30 degrees 

or less in Muncie and everything was frozen! 

Jim always had a kind word to say, and a smile on his face. When I took over the dis-

trict, we would be talking and he would say, now let me take off my  Executive Direc-

tors hat Mike and put on my “I’m a friend giving advice hat” and he would offer that 

advice or answer a question I had asked that was personal in nature. 

I was highly saddened when Jim left the Academy. I knew he missed his wife living in 

Florida as she did, but I was thinking of myself and the friend I would no longer have 

to talk with, also the loss to the membership.        Rest in Peace my friend. 



This comes to us from the PC Flyers in Fresno, CA. I was sent this in January and put it in the 

wrong folder in my computer. I found it totally by accident, so I apologize PC flyers. 
 

Gary Anderson tells us the PC flyers only fly control line sport or stunt. Here is a picture be-
low of their Sunday, 2010, fly day. They try to fly on Sundays from two in the afternoon until 
the sun goes down, unless there is something going on at the church that would stops 

them. Most of the group is retired and they are having 
fun reliving their younger days Gary say’s. They fly any-
thing from electric to new style motors, also some old 
style motors. They are a charter club with the AMA and 
listed as so.  
The plane on the left is Gary Andersons 
It looks like a fun group of flyers with several very colorful 
control line planes. Thanks for the article and pictures 
Gary. 



2010 Southwest FAI Challenge 
Every year when I sit down to write a recap of this meet, the weather is a major topic.  We 
have been fortunate to have some of the most beautiful flying days ever on one of the most 
amazing flying sites anywhere.  Usually we have two or three absolutely beautiful days.  Un-
fortunately, last year we lost the Sunday events to relentless wind.  This year, wind was pre-
dicted for Saturday, we just were not sure when it would arrive or if it did, if it would be man-
ageable.  We were happy to be greeted by calm conditions first thing Saturday and as we held 
our breath and crossed our fingers, we started the first round.  Thirty minutes in, it was pretty 
clear we were going to have a problem.  At the forty minute mark the wind hit 20 mph plus 
and we suspended the round.  Two hours later, the “lulls” were at 18 mph, with gusts pushing 
30 mph and we folded our tent, literally and figuratively, for the day.  We would try to fly both 
big and small events in five 1-1/2 hour rounds on Sunday and see if we could pull it all off in 
one day.  Even though we had a sanctioned reserve day for Monday, nobody really wanted to 
go to that option.  It would need to be a perfect day.  We got one!  Beautiful sunshine and 
gentle breezes.  By the time the end of round 5 came around, we had flyoffs pending in four 
events involving (14) competitors, with Charlie Jones and John Clapp claiming spots in both 
F1B and F1G. 

At this point, I would normally start to describe the details of the flyoffs, how they developed 
and who won what, but this year the story is a little different.  All the flyoffs were great.  None 
were concluded in the first round.  F1A went three rounds and all were pretty closely contest-
ed.  What made this meet particularly memorable for me is that we not only finished the five 
rounds we scheduled, but we completed nine flyoff 
rounds in 2 hours and 15 minutes, got the awards 
handed out and most people off the field before dark!  
This only happened because of the unbelievable coop-
eration of the modelers and volunteer timers who re-
sponded to my requests for help (demands?) over and 
over again, without a single complaint…at least not 
that I heard.  Before we recognize the winners, thanks 
again so very much to Merry Smith, Sharron Emery, 
Bob Tymchek, Jon Ziesloft, Larry Bagalini, Mike Pykelny, 
Larry Miller, Lindy Morrell, Tony Robertson, Janna Van 
Nest, Geralyn Jones & Bernie Crowe who never once 
said “no” when I pointed them to a flyer’s pole.  If I for-
got anyone by name, my apologies, because each and 
every one of you were the reason we were able to pull 
off what we did. 

Right; Blake Jensen showing perfect javelin launch 

form for an F1B during a test session Friday evening. 



The largest margin of victory in any flyoff was 38 seconds by Bob Piserchio over Boulder City resi-
dent, Tom Ioerger in F1B. There was a 36 second difference with Rene Limberger topping Brian Van 
Nest in F1A.  Lee Hines edged Dallas Parker by 11 seconds in F1H and Charlie Jones snuck by Jack Em-
ery in F1G by 5 seconds.   

Henning Nyhegn, our Danish friend who always extends his fall visit to the States to include our 
meet, took top honors in F1C and Austin Gunder should have locked up the Americas Cup in F1J with 
his victory here.  Tony Robertson once again took away the hardware for F1P and the local P-30 con-
tingent was lead by Robert Hodes. 

The Orbiteers have always been big promoters of the relatively new F1Q (electric) event.  This year 
we had six entries, more than we have had in F1J for the last three years combined.  As an example 
of the Orbiteers commitment to F1Q, we were honored to receive a very special contribution that 
will be added to the hardware for this meet.   

Former Senior National Champion and current Orbiteer Larry 
Miller presented us with a beautiful silver pitcher that he 
won for a High-Point Sweepstakes performance when he was 
part of the legendary United States Air Force Team back in 
the late sixties.  This will be mounted on a base and become 
the perpetual award for our F1Q champion every year.   

This year’s winner, Bernie Crowe will have his name added to 
the plaque along with all previous winners.  A very special 
Thank You goes out to Larry. 

The photo to the left shows 

Free Flight FAI Team Manager 

and former F1B Team member 

Blake Jensen holding onto his 

F1B (Wakefield) for dear life as 

the wind comes up Saturday 

morning.  The guy with the 

wind meter and the horn is Bill 

Booth. 

Al Ulm is walking behind 

us.  The edge of the lake bed 

that looks like it is just beyond 

the cars is actually a mile 

away. 

Charlie Jones on the left and Bill on the right.  Charlie took 

third in F1B at the World Championships in Croatia last year.  

More FAI 



FAI continued; It was nice to see Austin Gunder and Charlie Jones make the trip to Boulder 
City for the first time.  The Farmer family and Mike Roseberry from Arizona, plus Henning Ny-
hegn and Cenny Breeman from “across the pond”.  It was great to see Blake Jensen (Oregon) 
back again, this time with Tiffaney and our other regulars, John & Sally Clapp from Pennsylva-
nia.   We missed Peter & Brigitte Brocks who were on the trip of a lifetime to India.   

The Southwest FAI Challenge weekend may be returning to its roots next year.  Ten years ago 
when I started coming to this meet, there was a parallel AMA event with a decent slate of 
events held along side the FAI meet.  A rejuvenated group of “Las Vegas Dust Devils” led by 
Mike and Rick Keller are tentatively planning to bring back the AMA side of the gathering with 
a handful of AMA and Nostalgia events.  Keep your eyes open for announcements next sum-
mer. As always, there is no way this meet could be organized and run the way it is without Bob 
Beecroft‘s help and patience at the head table every year. Thanks again to everyone who 
came and we hope to see you all back next year. 

Bill Booth Jr. 

This photo shows a typical sunset on the flying site, the El Dorado Dry Lake Bed in Boulder 

City, Nevada.  I'm not kidding.  Almost every sunset is spectacular.  

Photos  by Tiffany O'Dell  



Update on FAA (as published in AMA today) 
The FAA process to create regulation for the operation of small unmanned aircraft systems 
(sUAS) in the national airspace continues to move forward. There's been a lot of speculation 
about what will be contained in the sUAS proposed rule that is scheduled to be released as a no-
tice of proposed rulemaking (NPRM) sometime in June 2011.  

The NPRM will contain proposed regulation that will most likely have some impact on model 
aviation. The FAA is prohibited by law from disclosing the exact language in the NPRM until it's 
released in the Federal Register. However, we have been able to determine, in a generic sense, 
what some of the proposed language might be. The Aviation Rulemaking Committee’s report 
submitted to the FAA in 2009 indentifies many of the sUAS issues under consideration; however 
the specific recommendations in the report may or may not be reflected in the final rule. We 
know that the NPRM will most likely address things like how high, how fast, and where a model 
aircraft may fly. We know that the FAA has drawn a hard line between recreational use and 
commercial use.  

AMA is continuing to work with the Unmanned Aircraft Program Office (UAPO) within the FAA 
and is in contact with the UAPO on a weekly, if not daily basis. Over the past 90 days there have 
been five face-to-face meetings with AMA and the UAPO staff. AMA’s internal workgroup, con-
sisting of members with a diverse and knowledgeable model aviation background meet by con-
ference call weekly and continues to develop standards that will eventually be submitted to the 
FAA for adoption that will allow modelers who follow these standards additional latitude from 
the rule. The foundation of our standards has always been the National Model Aviation Safety 
Code and its supporting documents including our Turbine Waiver Program and our Large Model 
aircraft Program. Recently a member of the UAPO office has been regularly attending these 
c a l l s .  
 
We're fighting a tough battle between keeping our members informed and not painting an over-
ly tenuous picture of the future of model aviation. Not knowing exactly what will be in the pro-
posed rule makes this a difficult challenge. And we're still working through some issues today 
that may be satisfactorily resolved before the NPRM is released. At the same time we need to 
make sure our members are aware, engaged, and prepared to react, if necessary, when the time 
is right.  

The FAA has been invited to the AMA Expo in January. They have accepted. Our intent is to hold 
a roundtable Q&A session to help clarify a number of issues. This roundtable will be open to 
those in attendance and will also be taped and posted online. The Expo will also signal the be-
ginning of an increased awareness campaign to keep the model aviation community as informed 
as possible as we move into 2011 and the eventual release of the NPRM.  

 Dave Mathewson AMA President 

 



The Canyon Crosswinds RC Club 

in Valencia, CA 

Anthony M. Grillo was the Contest Director and he sent this fine report on their float fly. 

Annual Canyon Crosswinds Float Fun Fly - 2010. Well 

my first event as an AMA contest director went off very 

well at the annual Canyon Crosswinds Float Fun Fly at 

Castaic Lake Lagoon, Ca. We had a great turnout, with 

35 pilots over two days. Over 70 aircraft of all types hit 

the water and the air for perfect flying under perfect 

conditions. 

Participants came from all over southern California, in-

cluding Tom Wolf from Santa Barbara with his 4 engine 

Boeing 314 Clipper. Tom has attended our event for 

several years and is a great guy and excellent pilot. We 

also had Jason Pakfar, VP, San Fernando Valley Flyers 

and Wes Parmeter form Muroc Model Masters in 

Palmdale. Wes brought several aircraft including a  

Coast Guard prop boat/plane which he built while in 

Iraq as he aided the US effort there. He did a great 

job flying his craft around the lake. 

Among the highlights was event coordinator, John 

Snider’s scale LA County Fire Department Super 

Scooper plane built by his father, Richard Snider. 

He spent 5 years building this perfectly scale plane. 

It is a magnificent site to see up close. 

We had great food at the event prepared by Collette 

Snider (John’s wife), who’s breakfast burritos were 

a perfect start to our days of flying. Also, helping 

under the kitchen tent was our webmaster 

“Mailman” Steve Schlesselman and treasurer, Bob 

Awtry. These folks can make a mean cheese burger! 

We had the usual raffle with some great float related 

prizes and a member donated Thunder Tiger engine.  

Special thanks to all of the event volunteers, espe-

cially John Snider who always does a great job for 

our club.  

Rescue boat owner and captain, our club president, 

Jeremy Howard and all of the board members that 

were on hand to make this another great CCW 

event.  

Anthony Michael Grillo, CD. 
Wes Parmeter 

John Snyder, I hope it fly’s as good as it 

looks on the water. 

Steve Mailman, getting cooled 



Team Vegas 
by: Greg Minden    

 

On Wednesday, Oct 6 2010, Team Vegas hosted a group of local Moms and their kids at the 

Willie C. McCool flying field in North Las Vegas. Team Vegas is a special interest group of the 

AMA chartered Prop Nuts club and is focused on IMAC competition flying and RC warbirds. 

The Mom group secretary, Brianna D. contacted Frank Kelly who co-ordinated a special flight 

event for the local moms and their kids. Aprox a half dozen moms and their kids spent about 2 

hrs looking at RC airplanes and watching flight demonstrations. Some of those attending 

were  neighbours living across from the RC flying field. All who participated had a great time 

and perhaps future pilots were created among those kids watching. Some pictures are attached.  

It really was 

mom’s day, 

those are 

strollers! 

Future modelers, looks like some of 
us now……….…...only a tad younger! 



How to find another club’s flying event? 
 

I have been asked many times how I find flying events or what I think is the best way to find them.  
Although I don’t think there is a best way, I thought I would let you know a few ways I find events. 
First, in no particular order, I will list the different ways I find events, then I will explain how to use 
those sites. 
 

The AMA magazine, the AMA event calendar, AMA special Interest Group’s web sites, Club newslet-
ters I receive, other RC magazines…but not so much, club web sites by way of the AMA’s club loca-
tor, flyers from past events I have gone to, and last, an event listing including several clubs by one of 
District X’s members called NCRCS. 
 

If you are looking for a type of event, say an AMA Special Interest Group event, like the IMAA, USRA 
or IMAC, go to their web site. They will list every official event they have. Some are by region but 
most show the whole country by state or by district. 
 

The AMA’s magazine will show every sanctioned flying event, and swap meet clubs have told them 
about for about a three month period. I like to always carry one when I travel.  
 

The AMA event calendar will show all sanctioned events for the year, as they are received from CDs. 
The problem with this is twofold. One, most clubs don’t sanction all of their events, only the biggest, 
so you don’t get everything. The second is most CDs don’t sanction early enough to do us (and them) 
as much good as they should. An event should be sanctioned at least 6 months in advance to get in 
the magazine for 3 months. I am guessing, but I bet its closer to 3 months before the event when 
most CDs sanction their event, which won’t even get their event advertised once in the magazine. 
The magazine can be free coverage for their events, so I don’t see why more CDs don’t take ad-
vantage of it. Also, CDs and clubs need to understand most people plan their traveling to events. 
So….come on CDs, tell us and the sanction coordinators earlier! 
 

The AMA web site club locater is great for many things, but also finding events. It takes a bit of time 
as you have to go to the site and look up the club, but its worth it. I pick the area by zip code, next 
pick a mile radius. 25, 50, 150 etc… The site will list every club within those miles. I go to the differ-
ent clubs web sites and look at their event schedules. A few clubs decide all their event dates around 
January so you can get their events. I wish more clubs could do this. It would benefit them as much 
as us.  
 

NCRCS or Northern California R/C Society is a listing of all the events sent to Derek Koopowitz, about 
100 in 2010. I am guessing just California, but not sure. He has put any event from any club sent to 
him including the contact person’s name, email address and phone number. Derek will email the list 
to anyone and update when new events are added or dropped. As flyers, we could use more of the-
se group event listings. If this sounds good to you, why not send an email to every club in a 400 mile 
radius explaining what you are planning and ask them to submit their events. I would recommend 
including all events and swap meets, not just sanctioned events.  Then SEND THEM ALL TO ME! :) 
 

 

I hope this helps those who have asked for this, or those who haven’t…yet.  



WAA plane flies another day, and another, and another….. 

I know I have reported on this plane before, the last time was when it was in Arizona. Well it 

just came through Redding California where I live. I signed up to fly the plane somewhere 

along the beginning. I don’t actually remember, but I ended up pilot #223. That is correct, pi-

lot two hundred and thirty three! The club I signed up to fly for was the Northern California 

R/C Unlimited Flyers 3233. Recently I found out another NCRCUF pilot, Russ Deedon had 

signed up as well. The pilot before me, Bruce Peterson of Red Bluff contacted Russ to say he 

had the plane and would pass it to Russ. Russ contacted me and we decided to fly together. 

While waiting for the plane I thought, hmmm we have another long time AMA chartered 

club, Redding Area Miniature Aircraft Club, 781, with a bunch of good members who would 

like to see and fly the plane, so after a contact with Frank Geisler to confirm it was okay, I de-

cided to fly it there as well.  Following are pictures from both clubs. 

I hope you all enjoy the story of this little plane, go to WAA-08.org on the web and you can 

read and see more about Wings Across America. A big thanks to Frank for doing this in the 

first place. Its things like this, big and small, that bring us modelers together. Along with 243 

official pilots so far, thousands of modelers share the same experience. 

Michael Brown, Pilot 234 



Such a neat experience for 

thousands of people, 

thanks Frank. 

Carol is the eldest lady 

to fly the squirt! 

Me 



This is one of the very nice certificates that are sent to each pilot and club after the WAA-08 

Squirt flight is flown. Donald Jiskra is one of the WAA-08 volunteers and the one who sent 

the certificates to me. Thanks Donald! 

You know that makes me think about all those who have volunteered with just this one ef-

fort. Its in the hundreds for this one simple thing, flying a plane in every state in our country.  

So what makes people volunteer? Its not the glory obviously, or the money. I think its for the 

personal joy and involvement in something you believe in. Its who we are. Some are not the 

volunteering type and some are and that’s okay. It makes us different and different is good. I 

printed the certificates for all the pilots who flew the squirt at both clubs and plan to present 

them in person, each and every one of them.  

Oh by the way. Carol Brasher is the eldest lady to fly the squirt. No I’m not going to tell you 

how eld she is. You can go to the WAA-08 web site for that, not from me, I live here!!!  



Check out this new program @ Modelaircraft.org 

Check out this new program @ Modelaircraft.org 

Check out this new program @ Modelaircraft.org 

Check out this new program @ Modelaircraft.org 



SLO or San Louis Obispo, Flyers. 
The club is located, obviously, in San Louis Obispo and they share the field with the  

Cal Poly Student Flying Club which is a part of The California Polytechnic State Uni-

versity. It looks like a nice set-up from what I read on their web site. The following in-

formation was sent to me by SLO club member Daryl Riekki. 

 

Above; President Tony Gallo speaking to students of local middle school who were attending 

a science expo about basics of r/c flight... With help from fellow members doing short flight 

demonstrations.   

 

Rick Johnston demon-

strates his glider....  

 

A good time was had by 

all. 



Jerry Neuberger receives 

AMA Model Aviation Hall of Fame Award  
 

On December,14th 2010 Charles Mackey presented Jerry Neuberger 

with his hall of fame award.  

As many District X and many other AMA members know, Jerry 
has devoted a large part of his life to model aviation and the AMA and 
we all are much better off for his efforts. Jerry has also received 2 
District Service Awards and is a life member of the Academy of Mod-
el Aeronautics. Jerry is from Santee California where he lives with his 

wife and children.  

It was a pleasure to work with Jerry as an AVP as well as the District 

X Vice President. He is a good volunteer and a good person. 



I built this EZ 

200 from a set 

of RCM plans 

in the April 

1990 issue, it’s 

a Laddie 

Mikulasko de-

sign.  

 

I covered it 

with Solartex 

and finished it 

with clear 

dope. 

 

Don Johanson's EZ-200 

It’s powered by 

an O.S. 70 FS 

and uses a JR 

10x transmitter 

with a 2.4 

module and an 

Xtreme link re-

ceiver and a 6v 

battery.   

 

I haven’t flown 

it yet, but I’m 

really looking 

forward to it. 



 

I am guessing there won’t be many of you who recognize this old AMA applica-
tion. I surely didn’t. I sent a copy to the Executive Council when I received it and 
it was passed around to a few others at headquarters. Joyce Hager sent it to Jack-
ie Shalberg, AMA's Archivist and Assistant Historian and she came up with this; 
“It looks like that application was sent out sometime between 1959 and 1963. In 
issues of Model Aviation magazine from 1959 to 1963, the listed rates were $2 
Junior license, $3 Senior license, and $4 Open license. In 1964, prices went up to 
$3, $4, and $6, respectively.” 
Thanks Joyce, Jackie. 

 

I used to like putting an old article or ad in my club newsletter for members who 
enjoyed seeing what it was like in the early days of R/C (or even before R/C) or to 
remind others how far we have come. Like kits for sale for .35 cents, or motors 
for $1.50. Compared to today’s motors, some of the old ones looked rather fun-
ny.  
 
Anyway, if you have an old ad, article or anything interesting that is “model avia-
tion” related, please feel free to send it. 

Mike 



 Another way to do it! I am a new AMA member from Las Vegas, I have always 

had an interest in getting into RC flying but never seemed to have the time or 

money to do so. Recently unemployed I found myself with plenty of time but not 

much in the way of cash on hand to get into the hobby. Careful shopping for sale 

items for the electronics and using Coroplastic for the wing and tail surfaces plus 

a home depot plastic fence post as a fuselage allowed me to build the pictured air-

craft for less than $175, 5 channel radio included. I even did the painting of the 

striping on the wings and tail with Sharpie markers to keep with the "cheap" 

theme. 

 Using the FMS free simulator I taught myself the basic muscle memory needed 

for flying. I then took my plane out on a local dry lake where I would be safely 

distant from anyone or thing and started with basic take offs and landings. 

 Now five months later I am proud to say I regularly fly at Bennett Field here in 

Las Vegas and am practicing Harriers and inverted flight. I'm also working on 

rounding out loops and Cuban 8s and squaring up stall turns. I am really loving 

the hobby, while the fun per dollar spent ratio has been great. 

 I know your members photos most often show some wonderful examples of just 

how far the hobby can go, I just thought I would send one that shows the other 

end of the hobby's spectrum. I'd further like to say I love the districts web site, 

keep up the good work.                                                                Michael Marlow  



 It all started…..Saturday 9 October 2010 at the….PCC Club field.  

 

I arrived at the field at 0800 only to find Dave Santana, Andy Erwin and his son Jason Erwin 

already there and prepping their combat models for action.  Andy and Jason were burning the 

midnight oil at Dave's house on Friday night helping him build another combat model for the 

contest. 

 

The weather was great all day with blue skies and pleasant temperatures.  We couldn't have 

picked a better day.  Thank you, Mother Nature.  

Also thanks go to Ellsworth Crowell for lending me his bullhorn and card table and Dennis 

Lowry for picking up the lunch fixings and handling the BBQ.  Dennis also prepared the 

award certificates for the winners.  Thanks to all the PCC members that allowed us to put on 

this event and came out to the contest to help judge and spectate.  

 

Now for the results, we flew twelve five-minute rounds.  That is one solid hour of combat fly-

ing.  It is my job to time the rounds and more than once I was so caught up in the action that I 

nearly forgot to check my stop watch at the end of the five minute round.  It was that exciting. 

As usual there was some carnage, but that is to be expected.  Just describing the action or 

watching it on a video just doesn't convey the excitement like watching it in person.  

In fifth place was John Bassetto flying a Gremlin.  John, how much dust did you have to knock 

off of them?  

 

Andy Erwin flying a Battle Axe took fourth place.  Andy and his son drove up from Execter, 

Ca to attend our contest.  We can't thank you enough for supporting us.  

Third place was awarded to Ken Martinez flying a Mako.  Ken was also the spark plug that or-

ganized the event.  

 

Dave Santana also flying a Mako won second place.  Dave is a natural combat pilot and could 

win just about any contest he enters.  He and Ken also do the loudest cheering when they make 

a cut.  It was fun to listen to them going at it. 

 

So, in, first place with a well-deserved win was Jason Erwin.  Jason was the youngest pilot by 

far.  I believe he is still a junior, but could he fly, his first round scored over 400 points and 

that's a lot of points.  Not only did he win, but also he used the same model for all twelve 

rounds; a truly amazing performance. (It is not uncommon that a plane will not finish one 

round) 

Continued on the next page...        

Battle Over Half Moon Bay Combat Contest 

 by 

Jake Chichilitti 



Andy Erwin 

 John Bassetto 

Ken Martinez 

Dave Santana 

Jake Chichilitti (CD) And 
writer of this article 

and 

Jason Erwin. 

 

The host club 

 

The  

Peninsula 

Channel 

Commanders 

Ken Martinez launches his Mako. 

Andy 
Erwin’s 
plane 
after a 
midair. 

9
1

1
2

3
  



Lucky shot with all 
five planes in the 
frame! 

Dave Santana’s plane shows the battle scars. 

All eyes on the planes, pilots and help-
ers/judges all alike. 

Andy Erwin launches his 
plane. 

John Bessetto 
and his plane 
after it mid-
aired with 
Andy’s. 

Combat is a blast when you can get 4-5 guys to do it. 10-15 is better. You can build cheap 

tough airframes and the most of the time everything else lives through the mid airs. 



Congratulations one and all and I hope we can host the Second An-

nual Battle over Half Moon Bay next year! 

Jason 
Erwin,  

winner. 

Andy Erwin 
launches his 
plane. 

Above; John Bassetto getting help form fel-
low competitor.  

 

Left; Jake Chichilitti
(CD) Andy Erwin. 

 

Right; Andy Erwin 
launches for Jason Er-
win. 

Above; John Bassetto
(pilot) with Eric Einarsson
(helper/judge). 



A little bit of trivia. I asked AMA headquarters which clubs had the highest membership, 
then asked the top 5 in District X. This is the answer I got. It was a couple months ago but its 
still close enough for fun trivia. 
Top 5 All Districts 
Count Club #             Club Name                              District State 
479 1016  PALM BEACH R/C ASSOCIATION* 5 FL 
426 142  POMONA VALLEY MODEL AIRPLANE 10 CA 
285 543  CAPE CORAL RC/SEA HAWKS  5 FL 
273 780  SARASOTA RC SQUADRON*  5 FL 
258 2418  GA MODEL AVIATORS              5 GA 
 
Top 5 District 10 
Count Club #            Club Name                     District State 
426 142  POMONA VALLEY MODEL AIRPLANE 10 CA 
246 1600  ARIZONA MODEL AVIATORS*  10 AZ 
238 4098  EAST VALLEY AVIATORS INC*             10 AZ 
238 1411  BAYSIDE RC CLUB*               10 CA 

     921  SUN VALLEY FLIERS*              10 AZ                                                                             
Way to go Pomona Valley Model Aviators! 

AMA program - reminders. 

NEW! Model aviation school clubs program. Possibly the best program for kids ever! 

http://www.modelaircraft.org/education/masc.aspx  

Your AMA launched the new web site!  Go check it out!!!  @ Modelaircraft.org 

Benefits of this Association; There are over 10 pages of reasons why you should be proud to 

be an AMA member on the new web site. Just type Benefits of this association in the search. 

The Deadline for AMA Scholarships applications is: April 30, 2011 

TAG applications must be postmarked by February 1 

To get Aero Lab CD’s email  education@modelaircraft.org. 

Sign 3-fly FREE, search AMA’s new web site in members services. 

Links to people, places and things. 

I know this isn’t District X only but its really cool all the same. The link is to a nice story about 

the 2010  F3J Junior team . They had a good time and are good flyers, watch and you'll see. 

http://www.king5.com/on-tv/evening-magazine/radio-controlled-gliders-sport-106984288.html  

http://www.modelaircraft.org/education/masc.aspx
mailto:education@modelaircraft.org
http://www.king5.com/on-tv/evening-magazine/radio-controlled-gliders-sport-106984288.html


Lassen County RC 
Its Jan 1st as you receive 

this...or about... and this  is 

what this flying field looks like 

right now...or ...there could be 

a lot more snow. I’d have to 

ask Bill Neely who is flying in 

this picture. 

There isn’t much snow in the-

se pictures and that’s likely 

why they are using snow ski’s. 

When the snow is soft and 

plentiful they often use regu-

lar water floats. They work 

quite well in powder. 

This is what the area looks 

like when the snow has left 

the area. Although a smaller 

club these guys love to fly. 

If you ever get by Susanville, 

CA look them up. I’m sure 

you’d be welcome to stop by 

and fly! 



There are many, many types of flying events. The majority are of the bring whatever you 

have and just fly type, or fly-ins as some call them. But the good old fashioned fun fly with 

airplane games is another type that has many good qualities and for several reasons.  

The benefits of a good old fashioned fun, flying, event. 

Personally I call them fun flys but I call most events fun flys if they are not specialty events, 

like USRA, IMAA or something like combat, etc.... The type I am talking about here have flying 

events or games. You know, Limbo, 7-11, loop-n-roll, toilet paper drop and many more. A lo-

cal club I know has these type events twice a year and they are fun. One of the best things 

this type of event provides….besides fun... is camaraderie. If you have a club that doesn’t 

seem to be playing together...if you know what I mean, have a good old flying event with a 

bunch of games. It just might do the trick to fix things up a bit! Either way it can’t hurt, right! 

Good food and good friends doing what they like together, brings a club together. Make sure 

there are games for every level of pilot. This is where a 7-11 is good as it’s the dice that de-

cide. Limbo takes a little skill so it will satisfy those pilots as well, like I said, something for 

everybody.  Have fun, laugh with each other and send us some pictures of those events so 

we can share in your fun! 



AMAA Educational Event 
  

   On October 3, 2010 our club, The American Model Airport Association, 
Charter 113, welcomed a troop of Girl Scouts from the Yucaipa 
and Calimesa area of Southern California for a day of flight instruction and 
lunch. Our flying site is located in a canyon that provides a spectacular 
backdrop for RC flying. The kids arrived excited and ready for fun on a 
bright and sunny flying day. 

   Once everyone had their name tags and received a welcome from our 
president Harry Hill, our young students were treated to a first 
class airshow. Our vice president Terry Talkington brought his huge Piper 

Cub to wow the kids with balsa overcast and our Treasurer Rick Ogden's 
Wylie Coyote piloted plane provided jaw dropping stunts. Karn Krainarong, 
one of our heli pros, put on a heli show that left the kids and parents gasp-
ing for breath. All of our airshow pilots did a splendid job of getting their 
attention.  

   Next was a class in basic aerodynamics to give our students a sense of 
how a plane works, explain each flight control surface, what it does in 
flight, and what the plane's reaction is to its movement. Terry used his big 
Cub for show and tell.    



   Our chief flight instructor Tom Bright once told me "I love to do the flight training." 

This was so evident as he spent hours with the students as they took the buddy 
box and got their first taste of our sport. Terry Talkington, Ralph Buscemi, Jim Wilson, 

and Rick Ogden were also on the flightline to help Tom. At the end of flight training, 
the parents also got to take a turn to see what all the fun was about. 

   The kids moved on to the construction tables and the famous FPG-9,(foam plate glid-
er-9inch). Thanks to the AMA Expo last year, we learned about this great little glider 

that costs next to nothing, is rugged, simple to put together, and best of all the kids 
love it. The girls got to construct, decorate, and fly the heck out of their FPG-9s. The 

air was thick with them as most of us ran for cover.  

   The next order of business was a great BBQ hot dog lunch for all who participat-

ed. Thanks go to our cook John Ferranti who did an excellent job of keeping up with a 
bunch of hungry junior pilots and instructors. There is nothing like the sight of a mus-

tard encrusted FPG-9 sailing past your head and being chased by a munchkin pilot.  

   At the end of the day there were smiles all around and a pledge to do another learn-

ing and communication experience with young student pilots. The future of our sport 

depends on this concept.  

   Thanks go out to all our member instructors led by George Read who gave their time 

to make this such a special event. 

 

Article by Steve McGill, Education director     

Looks to me 

like a fun time 

was had by all! 

Isn’t this hobby 

great… I think 

so too………….. 



Safety First!            This safety report comes to us through a club newsletter I re-

ceive. I read what happened and asked permission to reprint it. I didn’t think it was necessary 

to name, names. After all, the purpose of showing this is to remind us to think about being 

safe, not about who cut their finger, right! 

It’s happened again. This time 

I wasn’t paying attention and 

the air plane took a bite out of 

my hand. It was only a 25 size 

electric so how much damage 

could it possibly do? 

 22 stitches and a broken bone.  

You should have seen the 

Charger foamie after it got 

chopped up by the runaway 

electric.  

Never, never turn the trans-

mitter off first. Remember, 

transmitter on, airplane on, 

when finished flying, airplane off, transmitter off. Do not allow yourself to get dis-

tracted while going through this procedure, like watching TV. Please, learn from my 

lesson, it will be a lot less painful. 

 

Thanks to the author who wrote this. I hope we help, at the least 1 person from an injury like 

this. Although you might get tired of hearing it, safety really is our #1 priority. I know a few 

who make jokes about things like safety rules and guidelines. I don’t think they will learn this 

lesson until something really bad happens to them. I hope I am wrong. It not only can hurt you 

or somebody else around you it can have a serious effect on the hobby.  

 

Clubs will be receiving the AMA’s new safety code poster to post at the flying field with the 

clubs charter packets. Please see your club posts your new safety code poster in a highly visi-

ble spot at your flying field. 



Mike, 
  
         After reading the District X page in MA I visited the web page and have to admit, 
it is nicely done. I have attached my latest scratch built recreation of Ed Kazmirski's 
Taurus. I finished this in late September just after reading of the original model being 
donated to the AMA museum. I tried to detail the Taurus exactly as Kazmirski did in 
1963 with the only difference being I used Monocote in place of paint. I think paint 
would have been much easier based on the patterns and colors. 
 

        I enjoy reading your District X report each month and have to give praise to you 
down to earth efforts to get around the district and meet the various club members. I 
hope the recent voting for Vice President has resulted in keeping you as our VP.  
 

 

       I am an AMA member, and club Vice President of the Scottsdale Model Flyers. 
I also have volunteered and participate as a member on the AMA Strategic Task 
Force (STF) lead by one of your AMA colleagues Andy Argenio, VP of District I. 

  

       Perhaps we will have the opportunity to meet at one of the many Arizona events 
during the year.  
 

Gerry Goepfert   

Scottsdale, AZ 

That’s a very nice looking Taurus Gary. I hope you get many years of good flights. 





The IMAA has been helping the 

hobby for 30 years.  

I ran across this add in one of my 

old High Flight magazines. I knew I 

was going to put the ad for the 

$1,000 build contest in here, so I 

thought why not show a little 

more history.  

Most of you are not IMAA mem-

bers, many have been over the 

years but for one reason or anoth-

er you have let that membership 

fall to the wayside.  The big ques-

tion is why join?  

I feel the most common reason 

guys join now is for the camarade-

rie of the big bird lover. Others is 

because there is an event in their 

area and possibly last, to get the 

magazine. Well the mag is worth 

the $25 but if you need an event 

as a reason to join its easy to start 

a chapter and put on a IMAA 

event. Another reason some guys 

join is they like to fly their big 

birds without the little ones buzz-

ing around in front of them. How-

ever you choose the IMAA has 

been good to us modelers for a 

long time. Why not join again! 



Fresno Radio Modelers 2011 Event Schedule 
FRM Club Race # 1, Sat., Jan. 15th    

FRM Club Race # 2, Sun., March 20th  

FRM Open Racing Day, Sat., April 2nd  

Calif. Sport War-bird Race, Sat., April 9th     

FRM Scale High-wing Tail-dragger Fly-In, Sat., April 16th  

FRM Spring Swap Meet and Picnic, Sun., April 17th  

FRM Water Fly-In, Millerton Lake SRA, Sat.-Sun., April 30th -May 1st  

FRM Electric Fly-In, Sat., May 7th  

FRM Helicopter Fly-In, Fri.-Sun., May 13th-15th     

Pattern: May 21st-22nd  

IMAC: May 28th-29th  

FRM Club Race # 3, Sat., June 4th   

U.S. Scale Masters Qualifier, Fri.-Sun., June 17th-19th   

FRM Club Race #4, Sun., July 17th  

FRM Club Race # 5, Sat., Sept. 10th   

FRM Jet Rally, Thu.-Sat., Sept. 22nd-24th   

FRM War-bird Fly-In, Fri.-Sun., Sept. 30th-Oct. 2nd  

U.S. Scale Masters Championships, Thu.-Sun., Oct. 6th-9th   

FRM Fall Swap Meet and Picnic, Sun., Oct. 16th   

FRM Club Race # 6 and Weenie Roast, Sun., Oct. 23rd  

Pattern Championships: Oct. 29th-30th   

FRM New Years Party and Night Fly, Dec. 31st 

       

Fresno Radio Modelers cordially invites you to come out to our flying site on Ave.12 just east of the Madera 
Ranchos and enjoy the great sport of Radio Control Model flying. Spectators are always welcome. Frcm.org 

As you can see I have added sanctioned events and club event rosters to the newsletter. If 

your club has a roster of events for 2011 please send it to me. I will put them all in the back 

of the Newsletter. Please keep them simple like this so they don’t take more room than nec-

essary. Most clubs won’t have this many events and they don’t need to be this big so in most 

cases we will be able to get 3-4 clubs events on a single page. Remember to put the club 

name and a contact phone number or email address so people can get hold of the club. 

President's Cup   (FF Events)    2/20/11 

at Eloy  (Club: Tucson FF) 

CD - Victor Lichtenburg. (520) 574-4298 
 

Saguaro Classic Race    2/6/11 

TIMPA Field - Tucson area   (club: TIMPA) 

CD - Clay Sherrow  (520) 744-0633 



Rogue Eagles (from Medford Oregon) 2011 Event Calendar 
(and regional events that we enjoy attending)  

(RED = events with Tentative Dates) 
 

 

MONTH DATE(S) ACTIVITY LOCATION CD 

Jan 1 Chili Dog Fun Fly Medford  
 15 Polar Bear Fun-Fly Myrtle Creek Airport  

Mar 12 Swap Meet Mcminnville (Yamhill County Fairgrounds) Larry Miller  
503 472 4987 

 26 Pylon Race Medford Ben Musolf 
 26 Swap Meet Josephine County Fairgrounds  

Apr 15-16-17 Float Fly Agate Lake Bill Grove 
 23 Pylon Race Medford Ben Musolf 

 30 - May 1 IMAC Contest Agate Field Jeff Jarvis  & 
John Gaines 

May 14-15 War Birds Medford John Gaines 
 21 Pylon Race Medford Ben Musolf 

 27-28-29 IMAA Castle Air Base  
 28 Fun Fly & Pot Luck Lunch Agate Field  

Jun 4-5 Fun Fly Klamath Glen Jim Sharp 
 10-11-12 N.S.R.C.A F3A Contest Agate Field  

 17-18-19 Float Fly Plat I  
 25 Pylon Race Medford Ben Musolf 

 26 BBQ Keno  

Jul 9-10 Float Fly Lake Selmac Bill Grove 

 9-10 Warbirds over Pacific Cottage Grove Gus Phillips 

 15-16-17 IMAA Fun Fly Agate Field Cliff Sands 

 23 Pylon Race Medford Ben Musolf 

Aug 5-6-7 IMAA Fun Fly Elkton  Bruce Harlow 

 12-13-14 Fun Fly Klamath Glen Jim Sharp 

 12-13-14 Dawn Patrol Elkton  Bruce Harlow 

 14 RVF Air Show   

 20-21 Air Show Medford John Parks  & 
Larry Myers 

 27 Pylon Race Medford Ben Musolf 

Sep 3-4 VR/CS Vintage Fly-In Agate Field Richard Schwegrel 

 10 Fun Fly & Pot Luck Lunch Agate Field  

 17 Swap Meet Medford  

 24 Pylon Race Medford Ben Musolf 

RC Pro Warbird Race March 26, 2011 

Wittman, AZ   ---   Speedworld Motorplex 

Sponser's:  Speedworld R/C Flyers 

CD:  Jerry Widmer   

        8234 W. Leyua Ln. 

        Peoria, AZ 85345 

e-mail:  jwidmer3@cox.net    Phone:  (720) 302-3260 

mailto:jwidmer3@cox.net

